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Newsletter 
            

Our Chapter will resume weekly 

support groups and monthly meetings 

following the North Shore senior 

center reopening of onsite activities, 

but in the meantime, be sure to check 

out the schedule of virtual meetings 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

2019 - 2020 Chapter Sponsors 
 

Platinum Level ($200 or more) 

        Northwest Speech and Hearing Center  

        Audiology Associates of Deerfield, PC  

 Sheri Gostomelsky and Mark Christian  

        Sharon L. King Foundation 

        Jane Mueller  

        Suzanne Kaatz 

        Margie Cox, “To provide captioning services” 

        Ruth Lucchesi, Claude A. Lucchesi Memorial 

 

Gold Level ($100 or more) 

        Elaine and John McCaffrey 

        Gwen and Cary Weiner, In Memory of      

 Libby and Joe Sanes 

 

Silver Level ($50 or more) 

        Toby Nicholson 

 

Bronze Level ($25 or more) 

        Betty De Gryse Buino 

        Charles Ecanow  

 

We are very grateful to these Sponsors for their 

generosity and support of HLAA Chicago North 

Shore Chapter.  NOTE: if your name or business is 

not listed correctly, please let us know. 

 

Meeting News 

 
The July 13 Chapter meeting, held using ZOOM 

online software, included a discussion of the virtual 

2020 HLAA National Convention presentation 

which featured the HLAA Research Symposium on 

Tinnitus.  Details of that program can be reviewed 

at https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-

events/convention/symposium/. 

At the business portion of the July 13 meeting we 

approved the amended Standing Rules and held the 

https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/convention/symposium/
https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/convention/symposium/


election of Chapter officers and selection of 

Steering Committee members for the upcoming 

year.  All of our existing officers and Steering 

Committee Members agreed to serve for another 

one-year term and were reelected for the 2020 – 

2021 term.  

The Officers are Elaine McCaffrey, President, Jean 

Draths, Secretary, and Mike Wehman, Treasurer. 

The reelected members of the Steering Committee 

are Sharon King, Liz Hupp, Elizabeth Buino, 

Christine Rudolph, Bindy Bitterman, and John 

McCaffrey.   

Also, Elaine McCaffrey is pleased to announce an 

addition to the Steering Committee: Mr. Marion 

Anders, who you may have met (in person) at 

Chapter Meetings in the good old days. 

Welcome Marion. 

 
 

 

 

HLAA Chicagoland Chapters to Hold the 

3rd Virtual Meeting Saturday, August 

15th at 2:00 PM. 
 

Featured will be a virtual presentation by Dogs on 

the GO! 

 

Please register at this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrcOu

opzoqGdM3at1Xd1NP9r-FyM7Ts30O 

 

Upon registering, you’ll receive the direct link to 

join the meeting on Saturday. Be sure to save the 

link.  You can join the Zoom meeting at 1:45 pm to 

test out your Zoom features.  

 

Chicago area Chapter Presidents, Elaine McCaffrey, 

Janet Tusk, and Deirdre Keane will host this Zoom 

meeting open to all three Chapter’s members and 

any interested parties.  It will again feature live 

captioning by Jo Gayle and will include time for 

audience comments and questions. 
 
 

HLAA Veterans Across America 

Virtual Chapter Meeting 
 

We invite veterans with hearing loss to attend the 

next Veterans Across America Virtual Chapter 

Meeting (VAAVC) online using Zoom on August 

18, 2020 at 7 pm CST (US and Canada). 

 

Speaker: David Schible, vice-president of 

VAAVC 

Topic: USO Resources: Transition Assistance 

Program 

David Schible will talk about his work with the 

USO Transition Assistance Program and how they 

can help aid veterans in the transition process as 

they exit service.  
 

Contact:  Carla Beyer-Smolin at 

   301-657-2248 for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrcOuopzoqGdM3at1Xd1NP9r-FyM7Ts30O
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrcOuopzoqGdM3at1Xd1NP9r-FyM7Ts30O


Meandering  

Through A Hearing World 

Coronavirus, Cranberries, and Hearing 

We are pleased to again publish our newest feature, 

columns by Linda  Bilodeau.   

   It was one of those discussions, a minor one, a one, 

or two out of ten. It began after we invited friends to 

join us for a dinner of stuffed chicken with a side of 

squash. With a grocery list in hand, I headed to the 

supermarket, reminding myself that I needed 

cranberries. Though I can take it or leave it, my 

husband cannot eat poultry without it. 

 

   The ugly, spiky coronavirus germs have taken all 

fun out of grocery shopping. It’s tough trying to 

hear masked store clerks. It’s impossible avoiding 

those souls deliberating over which of the twenty 

flavored yogurts they will buy. Since coronavirus 

hit, I no longer browse. I hurry through aisles, 

sticking to my shopping list, giving no thought to 

the new chocolate, peanut butter, and banana swirl 

flavored ice cream. I blame what happened next on 

my over-active virus fears. 

 

   After returning home, and after tucking the big 

meaty chicken I had bought, safely into the fridge, 

my husband asked if I had put away the cranberry 

because he had not seen any. I winced and 

explained that I had looked for whole cranberries in 

the frozen fruit section and found none. I sauntered 

over to grab a can of cranberries but that aisle was 

packed with other shoppers, so I moved on. I sighed 

saying that I meant to go back for canned 

cranberries, but I was stressed. I can’t breathe 

wearing a mask. Sorry, I said, contritely. 

 

   Normally, my husband will write off my 

forgetting cranberries or any other item as one of 

those things. We’ve been married twenty-one years. 

He’s very easy going. But on that day, he was 

overwhelmed by the stress of living in Southwest 

Florida, where the number of Covid 19 cases have 

soared to eye popping levels. Out spilled his 

irritated words. In his mind, the reason I forgot 

cranberry is because I don’t like cranberries. Why is 

that? he asked. It’s a great food, full of nutrients, 

tasty, healthy. 

   He stared at me as if I was an anomaly. I sucked 

in a big breath. This is one of those times when 

having hearing loss is to your advantage. If you 

don’t want to deal with your upset partner, you can 

turn off the aids or implants and smile and nod, 

pretending. I didn’t do that. Instead, I promised to 

go back to the store, vowing to return with 

cranberries. 

 

   And so it goes during these coronavirus days. 

We’ve been cooped up since March. Easter came 

and went as did Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and 4th 

of July. The virus didn’t vamoose. We’re stuck with 

figuring out how to cope. Mix a virus with the stress 

of hearing loss and you’ve got a fine mess. I’ve read 

that some couples are realizing their marriages can’t 

be saved. 

 

   I’m happy to say that isn’t the case with me and 

my husband. We are still together. The dinner party 

went off just fine. It was great to see our friends. 

After they left, we loaded the dishwasher and 

agreed it was wonderful to spend an evening talking 

about anything and everything, instead of streaming 

a Netflix series. Did you like the cranberries?  I 

asked.  Loved it.  Best since Thanksgiving, he said, 

winking. 

 

   My husband and I will get through the pandemic, 

meandering through the hearing world together. He 

helps me cope with my hearing loss and is my 

hearing wingman whenever and wherever I need 

help. He assures me everything will be all right, 

even when I believe that cannot possibly be. When 

life flings its worse at our feet, we hold hands, 

knowing that the glue that was once there is 

stronger than ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HLAA News 
 

Chicago Walk4Hearing 
 

We’re not stopping! 

Chicago Walk4Hearing is going virtual 

this year. 

NEW DATE 

Sunday, October 4, 2020  

Join us for an entertaining celebration, share stories 

about your hearing journey and its challenges – all 

to inspire and motivate one another. Then, go 

outside and walk with family and friends in your 

neighborhood. It’s an experience not to be  

missed. 

Register at: 

http://hlaa.convio.net/site/TR/Teamraiser/Chicago

Walk?pg=entry&fr_id=2641  

Contact either Christine Rudolph 

c1rudolph@comcast.net or Ronnie 

Adler, radler@hearingloss.org if you have questions 

or just to say hello.  
 

Hearing health and helping people with hearing loss 

is as important as ever. The new date provides more 

time to spread the word, grow your teams, and raise 

funds to support our community.  So, lace up your 

shoes and let’s get started! 

Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/27-3871624 and 

Amazon will donate to the Hearing Loss Association 

of America Chicago North Shore Chapter.     

   

Editors’ note:  We frequently publish website links 

to further information related to newsletter articles.   

If you have a problem with a link, please let us 

know and we will attempt to provide a printed copy 

of the reference.  

Mike Wehman wehmans@comcast.net                  

Liz Hupp          Liz@Hupp.com                                         

 

 

HLAA2021 Convention in San Diego 

June 24-26, 2021 

Future HLAA Conventions 

2021: San Diego, June 24-26, Town and Country 

2022: Tampa, June 23-25, JW Marriott Tampa 

2023: New Orleans, June 27-July 2, New Orleans 

Marriott 

 

And we leave you with this safety reminder, 

courtesy of Liz Hupp (and with apologies to The 

Bard). 

 

http://hlaa.convio.net/site/TR/Teamraiser/ChicagoWalk?pg=entry&fr_id=2641
http://hlaa.convio.net/site/TR/Teamraiser/ChicagoWalk?pg=entry&fr_id=2641
mailto:c1rudolph@comcast.net
mailto:radler@hearingloss.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=1ISN78MKH9BO5&K=335GHMLLUNWPP&M=urn:rtn:msg:201711261709243e998692f70f4f958c3b0d8c4fc0p0na&R=2QXN90TCYDI2Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F27-3871624&H=TGCVNDHNIX5ZIRJTWBNLXG15NMOA
mailto:wehmans@comcast.net


 

 


