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        Join us for our regular meeting at the  

        North Shore Senior Center 

       161 Northfield Rd, Northfield, IL            
 

 

January 2020 

Chicago North Shore Chapter 

Newsletter 

 
Please Save These Dates  

 
 

January 13, 2020 – Dr. Pam Souza, PhD, CCC-A    

   “What You Should Know  About  Over-the-

 Counter  (OTC) Hearing Aids” 

February 10, 2020 – Lisa Gumina, AuD, CCC-A  

 “Hearing and the Whole Body” 

March 9, 2020 – TBA 

April 13, 2020 – Hearing Loss and Accessibility,    

 “How We Cope with Hearing Loss” 

 A panel discussion led by members of our 

 Chicago North Shore Chapter           

May 11, 2020 – Dr. Pressie, AuD and Dr. Murphy, 

 AuD will present on Videonystagmography  

   testing, an evaluation of patients with  

  vertigo or dizziness/imbalance. 
 

 

 

 
 

2019 - 2020 Chapter Sponsors 
 

Platinum Level ($200 or more) 

        Northwest Speech and Hearing Center  

        Audiology Associates of Deerfield, PC  

 Sheri Gostomelsky and Mark Christian  

        Sharon L. King Foundation 

        Jane Mueller  

        Suzanne Kaatz 

        Margie Cox, “To provide captioning services” 

        Ruth Lucchesi, Claude A. Lucchesi Memorial 

 

Gold Level ($100 or more) 

        Elaine and John McCaffrey 

        Gwen and Cary Weiner, In Memory of      

 Libby and Joe Sanes 

 

Silver Level ($50 or more) 

        Toby Nicholson 

 

Bronze Level ($25 or more) 

        Betty De Gryse Buino 

        Charles Ecanow  

 

 

We are very grateful to these Sponsors for their 

generosity and support of HLAA Chicago North 

Shore Chapter.  NOTE: if your name or business is 

not listed correctly, please let us know.          

 

Coming on Monday, January 13 

What You Should Know About  

“Over-the-Counter (OTC) Hearing Aids” 

 

All are welcome as Pamela Souza, PhD, 

CCC-A, FAAA, of Northwestern University, 

discusses the new OTC hearing aids that 

will need no prescription.  She will explain 

how they compare to traditional hearing 

aids, when they will become available, and 

if they might work for you.   
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This free program is presented by the Chicago 

North Shore Chapter of the Hearing Loss 

Association of America and will be held in the 

Lindon Lounge, NSSC. 
  

Recapping the December 9,2019 meeting.   

OK, no serious business but good food and 

friendship..  Thank you organizer Betty Buino and 

Limerick Laureate Bindy Bitterman. 

THANK YOU ALL, FOR THE HOLIDAY 

PARTY! 

  

There were other folks there, but of course!  

We’re not showing the cart, just the horse! 

I guess we forgot 

To photo the lot 

And all were —no question—the source 

  

Of so much of the fun that we had 

If you came, I am sure you are glad! 

The food —homemade or bought— 

Was so tasty, we fought 

To get every last tidbit —egad! 

  

And the talk at the tables went on 

With a lot of old memories and fun 

Every year at this party 

We all party hearty 

Can’t wait ‘til the very next one! 
 

 

Please don’t forget that the Chicago 

North Shore Chapter is on AmazonSmile 

and benefits from your using the link 

shown below. 

Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/27-3871624 and 

Amazon will donate to the Hearing Loss Association 

of America Chicago North Shore Chapter.     

       

HLAA NEWS 

American Girl Releases First Doll with 

Hearing Loss 
 

The newest American Girl doll was created with 

a specific goal in mind: to prove that girls with 

hearing loss can do anything. 

 

          
https://www.hearingloss.org/make-an-

impact/donate/ 

American Girl’s Diversity 

The American Girl doll company has a 33-year 

history of diversity and inclusion. Their dolls come 

from a variety of ethnicities, time periods of origin, 

faiths, and social classes, and are available in 

different skin tones, hair and eye colors. There are 

even dolls without hair. 

 

“American Girl is always thinking about how our 

characters can reflect and resonate with a wide range 

of girls,” says Julie Parks, American Girl 

spokesperson. 

Since 2012, American Girl has offered a variety of 

accessories to their dolls, including hearing aids, a 

service-dog set, glasses, and a wheelchair. But Joss 

Kendrick is the first American Girl doll with a story 

that includes hearing loss. 

 

“Having a character with a disability is something we 

know girls and moms were interested in reading 

about,” says Parks. “Hearing loss is one of the most 

common. Fifteen percent of children between ages 6-

19 [have] measurable hearing loss in at least one ear. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=1ISN78MKH9BO5&K=335GHMLLUNWPP&M=urn:rtn:msg:201711261709243e998692f70f4f958c3b0d8c4fc0p0na&R=2QXN90TCYDI2Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F27-3871624&H=TGCVNDHNIX5ZIRJTWBNLXG15NMOA
https://www.hearingloss.org/
https://www.hearingloss.org/
https://www.hearingloss.org/make-an-impact/donate/
https://www.hearingloss.org/make-an-impact/donate/
https://www.americangirl.com/
https://www.americangirl.com/discover/meet-joss
https://www.americangirl.com/discover/meet-joss
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We’re proud to introduce Joss to fans. We hope her 

story will help broaden understanding and respect for 

people’s differences, as well as spark conversations 

around hearing loss.” 

Creating Joss Kendrick 

American Girl says it was important to them to get 

Joss’s story right. The 10-year-old is a surfer and 

competitive cheerleader from Huntington Beach, 

California. She also has two older brothers and a pet 

bulldog. 

“Joss is athletic, independent, and confident on the 

waves,” according to American Girl. “She loves to 

leave her hearing aid behind on her beach towel so 

she can tune out her trash-talking brother Dylan and 

focus on mastering her next big trick. So when he 

dares Joss to try out for cheerleading, she thinks, 

‘How hard can it be?'” 

Each American Girl doll is sold with an 

accompanying book told from her viewpoint. Joss 

has a second book that can be purchased separately. 

To ensure accuracy, American Girl consulted with 

various experts. Crystal DaSilva, the women’s 

shortboard champion at the 2009 biannual World 

Deaf Surfing Championship, is listed as one of them. 

Jennifer Richardson, an educational audiologist, is 

another. 

 

 

 

 

Hearing News 

The University of Chicago’s magazine Forefront, 

for Winter 2020 chronicles two born-deaf parents 

who both sign and have c.i’s. Their baby son, also 

born deaf, has been exposed to ASL since birth, but 

now, at l0 months, got a c.i. There’s a short video 

that shows him reacting to hearing sound for the 

first time.  
UChicagoMedicine.org/FirstSounds 

 

 

                      
 

Let Mice Be Mice for Better Research Outcomes 

Improving how we raise and care for mice can 

improve research on human hearing loss and 

tinnitus, says Micheal Dent, Ph.D., an Emerging 

Research Grants (ERG) recipient studying 

tinnitus at University at Buffalo. "We should put 

them together in order to create a more realistic 

situation, one that’s more applicable to human 

communication,"  

 

For Better Brain Health, Preserve Your 
Hearing 
Jane Brody —Better Brain Health 

Hearing loss is the largest modifiable risk factor for 

developing dementia, exceeding that of smoking, 

high blood pressure, lack of exercise and social 

isolation. 

Last year in a column entitled “Hearing Loss 

Threatens Mind, Life and Limb,” I summarized the 

current state of knowledge about the myriad health-

damaging effects linked to untreated hearing loss, a 

problem that afflicts nearly 38 million Americans 

and, according to two huge recent studies, increases 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/31/well/live/hearing-loss-threatens-mind-life-and-limb.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/31/well/live/hearing-loss-threatens-mind-life-and-limb.html
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the risk of dementia, depression, falls and even 

cardiovascular diseases. 

That column motivated me to get a proper 

audiology exam. The results indicated that a well-

fitted hearing aid could help me hear significantly 

better in the movies, theater, restaurants, social 

gatherings, lecture halls, even in the locker room 

where the noise of hair dryers, hand dryers and 

swimsuit wringers often challenges my ability to 

converse with my soft-spoken friends. 

A large study has documented that even among 

people with so-called normal hearing, those with 

only slightly poorer hearing than perfect can 

experience cognitive deficits. 

That means a diminished ability to get top scores on 

standardized tests of brain function, like matching 

numbers with symbols within a specified time 

period. But while you may never need or want to do 

that, you most likely do want to maximize and 

maintain cognitive function: your ability to think 

clearly, plan rationally and remember accurately, 

especially as you get older. 

While under normal circumstances, cognitive losses 

occur gradually as people age, the wisest course 

may well be to minimize and delay them as long as 

possible and in doing so, reduce the risk of 

dementia. Hearing loss is now known to be the 

largest modifiable risk factor for developing 

dementia, exceeding that of smoking, high blood 

pressure, lack of exercise and social isolation, 

according to an international analysis published in 

The Lancet in 2017. 

The analysis indicated that preventing or treating 

hearing loss in midlife has the potential to diminish 

the incidence of dementia by 9 percent. 

Difficulty hearing can impair brain function by 

keeping people socially isolated and inadequately 

stimulated by aural input. The harder it is for the 

brain to process sound, the more it has to work to 

understand what it hears, depleting its ability to 

perform other cognitive tasks. Memory is adversely 

affected as well. Information that is not heard 

clearly impairs the brain’s ability to remember it. 

An inadequately stimulated brain tends to atrophy. 

The National Institute on Aging is currently 

sponsoring a trial of 997 people aged 70 to 84 with 

mild to moderate hearing loss to determine how 

effective hearing aids can be in diminishing the risk 

of dementia. Results of the trial, called Aging and 

Cognitive Health Evaluation in Elders, are expected 

in 2022. 

Meanwhile, the new findings on cognitive losses 

linked to subclinical hearing loss, gleaned from 

among 6,451 people age 50 or older, suggest that 

any degree of hearing loss can take a toll. 

Currently, the sound level of 25 decibels — the 

ability to hear a whisper — is used to define the 

border between normal hearing and mild hearing 

loss in adults. 

But this threshold is really arbitrary. The lead 

author of the study, Dr. Justin S. Golub, 

otolaryngologist and researcher at Columbia 

University Irving Medical Center, and his 

colleagues found that hearing loss is on a continuum 

that starts with “perfect” hearing at zero decibels 

(the sound level of a pin drop), with measurable 

cognitive deficits occurring with every additional 

loss above zero. 

In fact, the researchers demonstrated that the 

biggest drop in cognitive ability occurs at the 

slightest level of hearing loss — a decline from zero 

to the “normal” level of 25 decibels, with smaller 

cognitive losses occurring when hearing deficits rise 

from 25 to 50 decibels. 

“This doesn’t mean we should be fitting people with 

hearing aids when the softest sound they can hear is 

25 decibels,” Dr. Golub said in an interview. After 

all, getting people with far more advanced hearing 

loss to use hearing aids is already an enormous 

challenge. As Dr. Golub noted, “Currently only 25 

percent of people over 80 wear hearing aids, yet 80 

percent of them have significant hearing loss” that 

might be greatly improved with aids. 

https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/dementia2017
https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/dementia2017
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31725853
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31725853
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The new findings linking cognitive decline to even 

minimal hearing loss suggest that we could do a lot 

to protect our brains if we protect our hearing. The 

fact that measurable cognitive losses occur at 

hearing levels below 25 decibels, and that cognition 

gradually worsens as hearing declines, suggests that 

protecting against hearing loss should start in 

childhood. 

“In people with very good hearing, we need to be 

aware of how early changes in hearing affect the 

brain,” said Dr. Frank Lin, director of the Cochlear 

Center for Hearing and Public Health at the Johns 

Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

“Without a doubt, the most important measure to 

preserve hearing is protection against noise 

The two characteristics of noise associated with the 

greatest damage to hearing are intensity — that is, 

loudness — and duration, or how long unprotected 

ears are exposed to very loud sound, Dr. Lin 

explained in an interview. 

“The damaging effect of noise exposure is 

cumulative,” he said. While he is less concerned 

about ear protection during the relatively brief time 

someone uses a hair dryer or stands on a New York 

City platform as a train screeches into the station, 

people who work all day in the subway or listen to 

loud music for hours need to protect their hearing. 

“We can see a hearing deficit the next day after 

someone has attended a very loud concert,” Dr. Lin 

said. 

He urges people who listen to music through 

headphones or earbuds to invest in ones with a 

noise-canceling feature that blocks ambient sound. 

This enables people to listen to their preferred 

music or programs at a lower volume that is less 

damaging to hearing.  

By 2021 a selection of over-the-counter hearing 

aids is expected to be on the market. And if 

Congress manages to pass the Medicare Hearing 

Act of 2019 (Ed. see article below), the cost of 

audiology services needed to maximize the benefits 

derived from hearing aids will be covered for 

recipients. 

                          
 

 

BREAKING NEWS:  

 
The U.S. House Passes Bill for Medicare 

Coverage of Hearing Aids 

In a historic achievement, the House of 

Representatives this week voted to expand 

Medicare to cover hearing aids and related hearing 

health care services. By a vote of 230-192, the 

House approved HR 3, a bill that allows the 

federal government to negotiate prescription drug 

prices and uses the savings from lower drug prices 

to cover the costs of hearing, dental and vision 

health services. 

 

While the House action is a significant step 

forward, much work remains to be done before 

Medicare coverage of hearing aids becomes a 

reality. HR 3 now goes to the Senate where there 

is opposition to negotiating drug prices. Many 

Senators, and as well as the Trump 

Administration, are exploring other ways to lower 

the cost of prescription drugs. Whether these 

alternatives will also include hearing aid coverage 

under Medicare remains to be seen.  

 

While prospects for final action on HR 3 remain 

uncertain, this week’s House vote is a milestone 

achievement on an issue that has been an HLAA 

top priority for many years. HLAA was among the 

earliest and most vocal supporters of Medicare 

coverage for hearing aids, and worked closely 

with key Members of Congress this year to 

include the language in the prescription drug 

negotiation bill. As the issue moves forward, 

HLAA staff will continue working with Congress, 

Medicare experts, and other hearing health care 

organizations. 
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When Congress created Medicare in 1965, it 

expressly excluded hearing aids. More than 50 

years later, HLAA is setting the stage to correct 

that oversight. 

 

 
That’s Entertainment 

 

The League of Chicago Theaters provides a full 

schedule of accessible live performances in the 

Chicago area at www.chicagoplays.com/access  

For captioned movies and venues please check out 

CAPTIONFISH at www.captionfish.com 

 

 

CHICAGOPLAYS ACCESS is a monthly 

communication service to promote accessible 

performances for people with disabilities.  A 

number of theaters and other venues, time, date and 

special accommodations are listed on their website 

at theatre@loctcontact.ccsend.com.  

Wednesday, January 8 

2:00pm 

Mean Girls at James M. Nederlander Theatre - 

Open Captioning 

Thursday, January 9 

7:30pm 

Rutherford and Son at TimeLine Theatre - Open 

Captioning 

Friday, January 10 

7:30pm 

Potted Potter at Broadway Playhouse - Open 

Captioning 

Sunday, January 12 

7:00pm 

 

The Second City's 108th Mainstage Revue - Open 

Captioning 

Saturday, January 18 

3:00pm 

Dance Nation at Steppenwolf Theatre - Open 

Captioning 

Sunday, January 26 

3:00pm 

National Geographic Live - On the Trail of Big Cats 

at the Auditorium Theatre - Open Captioning 

Tuesday, January 28 

7:30pm 

 Once on this Island at Cadillac Palace Theatre - 

Open Captioning 

Wednesday, January 29 

7:30pm 

Once on this Island at Cadillac Palace Theatre - 

Open Captioning 

Saturday, February 1 

2:30pm 

Top Girls by Remy Bumppo Theatre - Open 

Captioning 

 
The Goodman Theatre will now have “open 

captions” or “subtitles” for every play. The 

schedule will be: 

    Final Saturday matinee for the Albert 

    Final Sunday matinee for the Owen 

Both theaters are also set up with the T-Loop 

system. 

 

 Open-Caption movies are shown every 

Saturday at 10:30 am at the AMC Streets of 

Woodfield 601 N Martingale Road, Schaumburg.  
 

The BROADWAY IN CHICAGO series usually 

includes at least one Open-Captioned performance 

in the run.  Please check their website for details. 

www.broadwayinchicago.com/tickets/accessible-

information/        

 

 

 

http://www.chicagoplays.com/access
http://www.captionfish.com/
mailto:heatre@loctcontact.ccsend.com
http://www.broadwayinchicago.com/tickets/accessible-information/
http://www.broadwayinchicago.com/tickets/accessible-information/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hjjnErj_JVjI7IMiEgTI0GQpvxBS5uWP4dSXyvViL01T-mNowjZbiAqk7cVIKYoc4NtYUBcaG41lxyeJJENVFDu95VSIxzeb_mY93fIM5LAGjyih8-KPElUcltPmIK2Fwt_NS-6yecatCpPvS_tqjjuoGpE-2Ge3&c=hwTgh190cFyX5pWHnPtTeTANBLhnz989GRfvEZVZZ8xTJ7YK1Ix6Xw==&ch=1Q6lo1vfMVK--zb5rSeky0czG8rbSCASwQWrSPZ0iZsSLD9abakUjA==
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Other Groups Want You to Know 

                               

 

HLAA Chicago Lincoln Park Chapter 

Chapter meetings, are held at The Second City  

230 W North Ave, 2nd floor, Room 208 

Chicago, IL 60610  and cover the technological and 

psychological aspects of hearing loss, as well as the 

vast resources available to the hearing impaired. 

 

Chapter meetings are usually held on the first 

Saturday of each month.  As always, CART 

captioning and FM systems will be available for 

your use.  

 

There will not be meetings during January 

and February due to the cold and snowy weather, 

but we can't wait to see you in March, April, and 

May! 

 

Here's the line-up for our upcoming 

meetings: 

 
Saturday, March 7 

Marcie Sacks Botto will be showing us the beauty, 

fun, and inpiration behind vision boards, and 

Elesheva Esther will be sharing some tips on 

organizing our homes and offices! This will be a 

great meeting to help us organize our lives! 

 

Saturday, April 4 

Anna Evans, founder of the organization Dogs on 

the Go, and Devon, a hearing dog, will be joining 

us! Devon will show us how he helps alert people 

with hearing loss to the sounds around us! If you are 

interested in applying to receive a hearing dog to 

assist you in your day-to-day life, you won't want to 

miss this meeting! 

 

Please check http://hearinglosschicagolp.org for 

further information. 

 

    

The Illinois Cochlear Implant Chapter is a not-for-

profit chapter of the national Hearing Loss 

Association of America. 

 

Plymouth Place   

  315 N La Grange Road 

  La Grange Park, IL 60526 

  (708) 354-0340 

 

Next Meeting -- January 18,2020 at 

Plymouth Place, Dole Hall 

HearSay LW 

Lynn A. Wood is a Rehab Audiologist and an 

Auditory-Verbal Therapist with a private practice in 

Wheaton. While Auditory-Verbal Therapy is the 

heart of her practice Lynn specializes in post 

cochlear implant rehabilitation for teens and adults 

and therapy for individuals with auditory processing 

needs.  

 

Please check http://www.illinoisci.com/ for further 

information. 
  
  

Social Security Expands Public 

Hours  
  

Starting on January 8, 2020, Social Security offices 

nationwide will be open to the public on 

Wednesday afternoons, Andrew Saul, 

Commissioner of Social Security, announced.    
 

http://hearinglosschicagolp.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/315+N+La+Grange+Rd,+La+Grange+Park,+IL+60526/@41.8203828,-87.8679223,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x880e49f60693bb0f:80
https://www.google.com/maps/place/315+N+La+Grange+Rd,+La+Grange+Park,+IL+60526/@41.8203828,-87.8679223,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x880e49f60693bb0f:80
http://www.illinoisci.com/
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Springfield News 

 

New Illinois Laws in 2020 

On Jan, 1, 2020, more than 250 new laws took 

effect in Illinois. The following are just some of 

those bills.   

 

Mental Health Resources 

Public colleges and universities must make mental 

health and suicide prevention resources readily 

accessible to students starting in the 2020-2021 

academic year.  

 

Ensuring Women’s Rights During Pregnancy 

and Childbirth 

HB 2 states that every woman has certain rights 

with regard to pregnancy and childbirth, including 

the right to choose her birth setting and be treated 

with respect before, during and after pregnancy by 

health care professionals.  

 

Gender-Neutral Restrooms 

Single-occupancy public restrooms can no longer 

indicate use by a specific gender. Instead, SB 

556 requires they are identified for all-gender use 

and have a sign that says “restroom.”  

“This measure will also help cut down on 

bathroom lines and just make life easier in 

general.” 

 

Ban on Animal-Tested Cosmetics 

All cosmetics that have been tested on animals will 

be banned in Illinois. SB 0241 prohibits 

manufacturers from selling cosmetic products 

developed using an animal test. 

 

Strengthening Scott’s Law 

The new law also creates Scott’s Law Fund to 

produce educational materials and hire off-duty 

Illinois State Police troopers to enforce Scott’s Law.

 
Improving Highway Shooting Investigations 

The Illinois Expressway Safety Act upgrades the 

more than 600 cameras on state highways to ensure 

they have recording capabilities and allows for 

additional cameras to be installed along 

expressways in Cook County.  

 
Ensuring Jury Pool Diversity 

SB 1378 prohibits the exclusion of anyone from 

jury duty on the basis of sexual orientation or 

gender identity.  

 

Redefining ‘Local Foods’ 

Under HB 2505, foods will be classified as local if 

they are processed or packaged in Illinois and 

contain at least one ingredient grown in the state.  

 

BYO Containers 

Starting next year, shoppers can bring their own 

containers to stock up on some bulk food items.  

 

Changing Your Name After Divorce 

Anyone who wants to change their name after a 

divorce no longer has to file a petition to do so, or 

provide notice by publication of the changed name.  

                  

Medical Cannabis Use in Schools 

School nurses and administrators can now provide 

medical cannabis to students who are registered 

patients of the Medical Cannabis Pilot. 

 

Defining Consent 

Sex education classes must include age-appropriate 

discussions on the meaning of consent.  

  

Teaching Illinois History 

Starting with the 2020-2021 school year, all 

American history courses in Illinois must include 

the history of the Prairie State.  

 

Recreational Marijuana 

Illinois becomes the 11th state to legalize 

recreational use. You won’t be able to grow your 

own unless you’re a registered medical marijuana 

patient, but adults 21 and up will have legal access 

to marijuana sold in dispensaries across the state. 

http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=113805&SessionID=108
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=556&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=116493&SessionID=108
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=556&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=116493&SessionID=108
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=241&GAID=15&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=116139&SessionID=108&GA=101
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1378&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=118087&SessionID=108
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2505&GAID=15&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=118564&SessionID=108&GA=101
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Keep in mind that public use of pot products will be 

prohibited – that includes in bars and restaurants.  

 

Saving for Higher Education 

Every baby born in Illinois will soon receive $50 in 

a 529-style investment account to help pay for their 

future community college, university or trade 

school expenses.  

 

Fire Alarms in Dog Kennelsls that are not staffed 

at all times and board cats and dogs must be 

equipped with a fire sprinkler or fire alarm. 

  

Safeguarding Genetic Information 

The new law prohibits companies from sharing any 

test results with health or life insurance companies 

without the consumer’s written consent.  

 
No More ‘Pay to Stay’ 

HB 900 eliminates the Illinois Department of 

Corrections’ ability to sue an inmate to recoup the 

costs of their imprisonment. 

 

Educating Prisoners on Voting Rights 

Illinois prisons must provide educational workshops 

on voting rights and civics to outgoing prisoners.   
 
While not yet out of the woods, John 

McCaffrey has this to pass on regarding 

the Illinois Public Act 101-0393 (hearing 

aid insurance policies).    

Illinois Governor J. B. Pritzker recently signed into 

law Public Act 101-0393 which requires Insurance 

Companies to provide insurance coverage for 

hearing aids as an option for an additional premium. 

The Act amends the Illinois Insurance Code to 

require that any individual or group policy of 

accident and health insurance or managed care plan, 

that is amended after 01/01/2020, shall offer, for an 

additional premium, optional coverage or optional 

reimbursement for hearing instruments and related 

services for all individuals when a hearing 

professional prescribes a hearing instrument to 

augment communication. 

However, it appears that there is a separate 

provision in the Insurance Code that limits the 

sections of the Insurance Code that the Medicare 

Supplemental Insurers are required to meet. This 

new Act requiring Insurers to offer coverage for 

hearing aids does not fall into those sections of the 

Insurance Code applicable to Medicare 

Supplemental Insurance policies. What this means 

is that anyone over 65 years of age and on Medicare 

will not be eligible for this insurance coverage for 

hearing aids. It appears that this was a mistake in 

the drafting and it is doubtful that either the 

Legislature or the Governor was aware of this when 

the Act was passed and signed into law. This can be 

rectified if the Legislature passes what is called a 

trailer bill which would have language to correct the 

original drafting error.  

From my discussions with some legislators, I would 

expect this trailer bill to be introduced and passed 

sometime after the new legislative session begins in 

January, 2020. I should also point out that some 

additional problems with Medicare Advantage plans 

and with Corporate Self-Funded insurance plans 

may also limit the scope of this Public Act 101-

0393’s coverage.  

In addition, we have recently been advised that HB 

4516, adopted last year as Public Act 100-1026, 

which required Insurance Companies to provide 

insurance coverage for hearing aids to any 

individual 18 years or under, may also have similar 

Self-Funded insurance problems and that such 

coverage is not always being provided by the 

insurance industry.  

We, the Chicago North Shore Chapter, are 

gathering information on all of these issues and plan 

to work with the new legislature to address them. 

We will also keep you informed of our progress. 

 

   

Editors’ note:  We frequently publish website links 

to further information related to newsletter articles.  

If you have a problem with a link, please let us 

know and we will attempt to provide a printed copy 

of the reference.  

Mike Wehman wehmans@comcast.net                  

Liz Hupp          Liz@Hupp.com                     

http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=900&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=115223&SessionID=108
mailto:wehmans@comcast.net

